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DAILY BRIEF 


I. THE COMMUNIST BLOC 


USSR- Berlin; The Stoviet Foreign Ministry on 4 April 
followed up an earlier protest at the Berlin Air Safety Cen- 
ter with a formal protest to Ambassador Thompson calling 
the 27 March Berlin corridor flight by an American trans- 
port above 10,000 feet a ’’rude violation of the existing pro- 
cedure," In line with Soviet efforts to portray the Western 
powers as reluctant to negotiate the Berlin and German is- 
sues, the note called this action an effort by the United States 
to increase tension prior to the foreign ministers' meeting, 
if not to "torpedo" East-West conferences altogether. The 
note added that the Soviet Government for its part will take 
no action which might worsen the situation on the eve of nego- 
tiations, and will, up to the time of the conference, adhere to 
existing procedure along access routes to West Berlin. The 
latest protest, like the USSR's note of 30 »/fa.rch, implied that 
the West is already committed to a summit conference. 
(CONFIDENTIAL) 
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ureece- Yugoslavia : an apparent siiilt in tactics^ Greek 

leaders now seem to favor holding early bilateral military talks 
with the Yugoslavs, who recently repeated their earlier invita- 


in tactics. 


25X1 i 


tion to General Dovas, chief of the Greek General Staff, to come 


to Belgrade for such talks. While such meetings would not be ^ 
held under the aegis of the Balkan Pact, they might lay the ground 
work for its early reactivation.\ (SECRET NO FURTHER DISSEM- 
INATION) (Page 2) ' 
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Greek- Yugoslav Military Talks Possible 

shift in Greek tactics may have cleared the way for the 
early resumption of high-level Greek- Yugoslav military talks. 
Yugoslav President Tito, during his meeting with Greek Prime 
Minister Karamanlis and Foreign Minister Averoff on the is- 
land of Rhodes early last month, proposed the resumption of 
high-level bilateral military talks that were secretly held last 
November, IGiramanlis, however, reacted negatively as he 
felt the talks had accomplished everything they could for the 
time being. He may also have feared that such talks would cast 
a shadow on his new policy toward Turkey and further delay re- 
activation of the Balkan Pact, The Greeks are now ready to en- 
ter the proposed bilateral talks, possibly as a stepping stone in 
Greek efforts to reactivate the tripartite Balkan Pact^ 

( Yu goslavia regards past tripartite military planning as val- 
uable, but because of its delicate relations with the Soviet Union 
and its reserved attitude toward Turkey, Belgrade has favored 
keeping the pact dormant. Yugoslavia apparently would like to 
revive the pact’s cultural and economic features, but there has 
been no public acknowledgment of this attitude for fegx of draw- 
ing undue attention to the lack of military cooperation^ 

(^iirkey also favors the early reactivation of the Balkan Pact, 
and would probably applaud the Greek- Yugoslav talks if they 
were interpreted to be a step in that direction, Ankara, however, 
has long held suspicions of Yugoslav intentions vis-a-vis the alli- 
ance and the West and might resent bilateral talks if it felt it 
was being side-stepped by its pact partnersj (SECRET NO FUR- 
THER DISSEMINATION) ^ 
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